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Directions:
•
Read pages 22-23 of “The Most Beautiful Roof in the World”.
•
Consider the main idea (gist) of these pages – what it is mostly about.

•
Annotate the assessment questions below.

•
Reread the pages, thinking about the assessment questions.

•
Answer the questions in complete sentences.

•
Be sure to cite evidence from the text to support your answers.

1. Which sentence from the passage does not show which tree or plant is found in the area that Meg Lowman is studying? [1 point]
a. “Two lianas snake out along one branch, seeming to choke it in their twisted grip.” (pg. 22, paragraph 2)

b. “This platform is built in the spreading branches of a Nargusta tree.” (pg. 22, paragraph 2)

c. “…there appears to be a clump of dirt with several small spear-shaped leaves, similar to those of a Christmas cactus, projecting.” (pg. 22, paragraph 4)

d. “From this platform she has a good view of four ant gardens she is monitoring as well as of two very special bromeliads.” (pg. 22, paragraph 2)

2. How are epiphytes different from vines and lianas?  Use evidence from the text to support your response. [2 points]

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. Which piece of evidence from the text best supports the meaning of the word monitoring in paragraph 2? [1 point]
a. “First she peeks in on the ant gardens.” (pg. 22, paragraph 3)

b. “…she is monitoring as well as of two very special bromeliads.” (pg. 22,     paragraph 2)

c. “Meg continues climbing up.” (pg. 22, paragraph 2)

d. “This, in fact, is the foundation for the little treetop farms so carefully tended by several different species of ants.” (pg. 22, paragraph 4)

4. As it is used in the sentence, “From this platform she has a good view of four ant gardens she is monitoring,” (pg. 22, paragraph 2) what does the word monitoring mean?  Use the evidence in question #3 to help. [1 point]

a. climbing to

b. farming

c. reaching for

d. watching

5. The author states: “Scientists think that the ant gardens themselves may be of benefit to more than just the ants.”  In what way(s) do the ant gardens benefit more than just the ants?  Cite evidence to support your response. [2 points]

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

6. The text tells us that epiphytes root on the bark or soil found on a tree.  Number each step (1-6) to show the order of epiphyte growth. [2 points]

________ Seeds sprout

________ Plants deposit sugars.

________ The plant takes root.

________ A bird excretes a seed from overhead, or ants drag in bits of plant material.

________ Ants feed off the glucose proteins of the plants’ succaries.

________ Ant farmers tend the sprouts.

TEACHER KEY

(9 POINTS)

1. Which sentence from the passage does not show which tree or plant is found in the area that Meg Lowman is studying? [1 point – 5.1]
a. “Two lianas snake out along one branch, seeming to choke it in their twisted grip.” (pg. 22, paragraph 2)

b. “This platform is built in the spreading branches of a Nargusta tree.” (pg. 22, paragraph 2)

c. “…there appears to be a clump of dirt with several small spear-shaped leaves, similar to those of a Christmas cactus, projecting.” (pg. 22, paragraph 4)

d. “From this platform she has a good view of four ant gardens she is monitoring as well as of two very special bromeliads.” (pg. 22, paragraph 2)

2. How are epiphytes different from vines and lianas?  Use evidence from the text to support your response. [2 points – 5.3]

Epiphytes are different from vines and lianas because they usually start growing from the canopy down, so they can use the tree for support.  Vines and lianas grow from the forest floor up. (pg. 23, paragraph 1)
3. Which piece of evidence from the text best supports the meaning of the word monitoring in paragraph 2? [1 point – 5.4]
a. “First she peeks in on the ant gardens.” (pg. 22, paragraph 3)

b. “…she is monitoring as well as of two very special bromeliads.” (pg. 22,     paragraph 2)

c. “Meg continues climbing up.” (pg. 22, paragraph 2)

d. “This, in fact, is the foundation for the little treetop farms so carefully tended by several different species of ants.” (pg. 22, paragraph 4)

4. As it is used in the sentence, “From this platform she has a good view of four ant gardens she is monitoring,” (pg. 22, paragraph 2) what does the word monitoring mean?  Use the evidence in question #3 to help. [1 point – 5.4]

a. climbing to

b. farming

c. reaching for

d. watching

5. The author states: “Scientists think that the ant gardens themselves may be of benefit to more than just the ants.”  In what way(s) do the ant gardens benefit more than just the ants?  Cite evidence to support your response. [2 points – 5.2, 5.3]

“…that these gardens help the tree itself by allowing it to capture more solar energy and to trap atmospheric nutrients that might slip off a bare trunk” (pg. 23, paragraph 1).

6. The text tells us that epiphytes root on the bark or soil found on a tree.  Number each step (1-6) to show the order of epiphyte growth. [2 points – 5.1]

3    Seeds sprout

5    Plants deposit sugars.

2    The plant takes root.

1    A bird excretes a seed from overhead, or ants drag in bits of plant material.

6    Ants feed off the glucose proteins of the plants’ succaries.

4    Ant farmers tend the sprouts.

